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Up-to-date answers to all your homeschooling questions!More and more families today are
turning to homeschooling to teach their children. But where do they go to find honest, practical
answers to questions such as: Can I afford it? Or, how will my child make friends without going to
school? Look no further. This invaluable guidebook—completely updated to include the 101
most important homeschooling concerns—answers all those questions and more. Inside, you'll
learn:·Methods of motivating, teaching, and testing homeschooled children·The latest on the
growing use of distance-learning tools·Ways to homeschool your special-needs child·The
differences between homeschooling younger children and teenagersDrawing from the collective
wisdom and experience of homeschooling's most respected voices, The Homeschooling Book
of Answers is your essential guide to this widely popular—and flexible—educational approach."I
can't imagine a more helpful book on homeschooling—a happy marriage of the realistic with the
idealistic, the passionate with the practical."—George Leonard, author, Education and
Ecstasy"Of the many books on home education that have come across my desk, this is the most
usable for the beginning homeschooler."—Jerry Mintz, Director, Alternative Education Resource
Organization"Provides useful information that demystifies and makes accessible the
homeschooling experience."—Marty Layne, author of Learning at Home: A Mother's Guide to
Homeschooling



To the memory of Grandma Lind, who took the timeto share the world with a wide-eyed little
girlAnd to the memory of Janie Levine Hellyer, whose helpinghands will be sorely missed by the
homeschooling communityCONTENTSAcknowledgmentsIntroductionContributorsNow That
Homeschooling Is Legal and Safe …Question 1. Can I teach my own children if I don’t have any
teacher training?Question 2. I know that homeschooling is now legal in every state, but doesn’t
each state have its own requirements? Do some states allow more educational freedom than
others?Question 3. How do I find out what is legally required of homeschoolers in my state?
Question 4. Since I don’t have much experience dealing and communicating with school
administrators, what’s the best way to approach them about homeschooling?Question 5. Am I
required to teach the same curriculum as the local public school?Question 6. I’ve heard some
families purchase legal insurance in case of future problems. How many families do this, and is
this necessary?Question 7. Why should I homeschool my children when I’m paying taxes for
the same public schools I attended?Homeschool May Be Cheaper Than You ThinkQuestion
8. How much does it cost each year to homeschool?Question 9. If I homeschool, can I
continue to work and earn the income we need? How can a homeschooling family survive on
one income in a two-income society?Question 10. Even if we can manage to live on one
income, how can I keep the cost of homeschooling to a minimum?Question 11. With all the talk
about the possibility of vouchers for education, can I wait and then use this money for
homeschooling?Can Homeschooling Fit Your Life Situation?Question 12. Is home a better place
than school for my child, who has been labeled a “gifted child”?Question 13. Can my child,
who’s been diagnosed with ADHD, succeed at home?Question 14. I’d like to homeschool my
child who has special needs. Is this possible?Question 15. Should I do anything special for a
child who is coming out of public school after years of attendance?Question 16. My child has
had discipline problems at school. Can homeschooling help?Question 17. I’m a single parent.
Isn’t it hard for single parents to homeschool?Question 18. What is the homeschooling situation
among ethnic and racial minority populations?Question 19. My family has chosen to live a
natural lifestyle. Are there enough educational opportunities available to homeschool in a rural
area?Question 20. What are the pros and cons of homeschooling for my military family?
Question 21. Is homeschooling an all-or-nothing situation, or can I homeschool one child while
the other is enrolled in school?Question 22. Can my child combine school attendance with
homeschooling, picking and choosing what to learn where?Question 23. If our circumstances
change, by choice or otherwise, are there any problems when a homeschooled child returns to
school?Question 24. Is there an ideal situation for homeschooling?Question 25. Our family
wants to take advantage of homeschooling’s flexibility and do some traveling. What are the pros
and cons?Rest in Peace, Fears About SocializationQuestion 26. How can my children meet
other children and find friends if they don’t go to school?Question 27. But what about the prom?
Question 28. I’ve always considered public schools the place where children learn how to get



along with each other. How do you compensate for this at home?Question 29. Without siblings in
the house, how does my only child learn social skills as we homeschool?Question 30. Have
there been any studies about how homeschooling affects a child’s ability to get along with others
and make the transition into the adult world?Question 31. How can I be sure my child is growing
socially without trained school personnel assessing this growth?“Educationese” You Can
UnderstandQuestion 32. The name John Holt comes up frequently in articles about
homeschooling. What was his thinking about education when he began to encourage
homeschooling?Question 33. What does “unschooling” mean, and how is it different from
homeschooling?Question 34. What is “interest-initiated” learning, and how do I learn how to do
this?Question 35. A friend told me she finds out what her children are interested in learning
about, then turns that into a unit study. Is this an effective way for children to learn?Question 36.
What is the Moore Formula approach to home education?Question 37. My research has turned
up so many different homeschooling styles that my head is spinning! What are the unique
aspects of each?Okay, the Kids Are Home—Now What?Question 38. What do you do all day?
Question 39. How do I develop a curriculum or plan of study?Question 40. Can I find a ready-
made curriculum to get started in homeschooling?Question 41. At what age do I have to start
formal lessons with my children?Question 42. How do I schedule and organize our days?
Question 43. Do I need to use textbooks?Question 44. Where do I begin to find the resources
and materials I need?Question 45. Do I need to keep records? If so, how?Question 46. Do I
need to buy a computer? More important, do I need to know how to use the computer?Question
47. Do I have to stay home all day with my children?Question 48. I hated (fill in a subject) in
school. How can I possibly teach this subject to my child?Question 49. Can others help me
educate my child?Question 50. I know homeschoolers who only “work” in the morning. How can
the homeschooled children possibly learn as much as children who go to school all day?
Question 51. Can my child participate in sports programs if we homeschool?Question 52. How
do I meet the educational needs of several children of different ages at the same time?Question
53. How do I ensure my children are motivated to learn at home?It’s Effective! Assessing Your
Child’s GrowthQuestion 54. Do I have to give my child tests?Question 55. How do
homeschooled children compare academically with traditionally schooled children?Question 56.
How can I do my own assessment of where my child stands academically in relation to her
peers?Question 57. How can I tell if my children are learning what’s important?You Mean I Don’t
Need to Know Algebra?! The Teen YearsQuestion 58. Is homeschooling a teenager different
than homeschooling an elementary school-aged child?Question 59. How will my child learn the
“tough” subjects, like algebra and chemistry, if I don’t understand them?Question 60. Will my
child get a high school diploma?Question 61. Will my child ever be able to get into college if we
homeschool, or receive financial aid or scholarships for college?Question 62. What happens
when my child graduates, doesn’t have a diploma, and wants to get a job?Question 63. Should
my child go to community college while still high school aged?Question 64. How can my child
find an apprenticeship opportunity?Kids Say the Darnedest Things—About



HomeschoolingQuestion 65. On a day when you are doing things you like to do, what is it that
you’re doing and why do you like it?Question 66. Who are the most important people in your life?
Why? What do you consider the most important things you do? Why?Question 67. What are
some of the favorite books you’ve read over the years, and why are they your favorites?Question
68. You’ve been homeschooling for three years after attending a parochial school. What are the
major differences in these two learning experiences? Could you share a couple of your favorite
activities since you started homeschooling?Question 69. What do you see different about your
life compared to the lives of friends who attend school that can be directly attributed to the
homeschooling lifestyle?Question 70. Could you share with us the evolution of your work in
Shakespearean theater?Question 71. You’re just finishing a third semester at Tisch School of the
Arts at New York University. How are you feeling about the future? What are your immediate
plans? What are your hopes for your next ten years?Question 72. Now that you’re settled in at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, what are your thoughts on homeschooling as an educational
choice?Question 73. Looking back, what do you think are the most important things you’ve
learned growing up with homeschooling?Question 74. What would you suggest to a teen new to
homeschooling about how to make the best of educational freedom?The Home in
HomeschoolQuestion 75. How do I take care of housekeeping when the children are home all
day?Question 76. How do I handle relatives, friends, or neighbors who don’t think
homeschooling is a good idea?Question 77. If our religion is a main factor for choosing to
homeschool, how can I find others who share my religious values?Question 78. How can
homeschooling contribute to encouraging our family values with our children?Question 79. What
is the father’s role in home education?Personally SpeakingQuestion 80. How do I know if I’m cut
out for homeschooling?Question 81. Where does one find the courage to pursue an education
so different as homeschooling?Question 82. Parents must get stressed out over homeschooling
sometimes. How do I cope?Question 83. How will my children develop their own world view if I’m
teacher as well as parent?Question 84. Does TV have a place in the homeschooler’s home?
Question 85. After homeschooling for several years, I’ve noticed a difference in my children. I
want to share this difference with people; but, frankly, it’s hard to explain to other parents without
risk of them feeling as if I’m criticizing their choice to have their children remain in public school.
How do homeschoolers who want to share their discoveries overcome this very natural and
understandable tendency?Question 86. What about me? Will I be able to attend to my own
needs and goals, and to my relationship with my spouse?Twenty-First Century
HomeschoolingQuestion 87. So, just how many homeschoolers were there when the new
millennium began?Question 88. Politicians seem pretty serious in their push for accountability,
particularly across-the-board, mandatory, standardized testing. How will this affect my child if
she is homeschooling?Question 89. What are “homeschool charter schools”?Question 90. Can
we take advantage of distance learning for homeschooling?Question 91. Why are so many
parents of children with special learning needs turning to homeschooling?



Question 22. Can my child combine school attendance with homeschooling, picking and
choosing what to learn where?Question 23. If our circumstances change, by choice or
otherwise, are there any problems when a homeschooled child returns to school?Question 24.
Is there an ideal situation for homeschooling?Question 25. Our family wants to take advantage
of homeschooling’s flexibility and do some traveling. What are the pros and cons?Rest in Peace,
Fears About SocializationQuestion 26. How can my children meet other children and find friends
if they don’t go to school?Question 27. But what about the prom?Question 28. I’ve always
considered public schools the place where children learn how to get along with each other. How
do you compensate for this at home?Question 29. Without siblings in the house, how does my
only child learn social skills as we homeschool?Question 30. Have there been any studies about
how homeschooling affects a child’s ability to get along with others and make the transition into
the adult world?Question 31. How can I be sure my child is growing socially without trained
school personnel assessing this growth?“Educationese” You Can UnderstandQuestion 32. The
name John Holt comes up frequently in articles about homeschooling. What was his thinking
about education when he began to encourage homeschooling?Question 33. What does
“unschooling” mean, and how is it different from homeschooling?Question 34. What is “interest-
initiated” learning, and how do I learn how to do this?Question 35. A friend told me she finds out
what her children are interested in learning about, then turns that into a unit study. Is this an
effective way for children to learn?Question 36. What is the Moore Formula approach to home
education?Question 37. My research has turned up so many different homeschooling styles that
my head is spinning! What are the unique aspects of each?Okay, the Kids Are Home—Now
What?Question 38. What do you do all day?Question 39. How do I develop a curriculum or plan
of study?Question 40. Can I find a ready-made curriculum to get started in homeschooling?
Question 41. At what age do I have to start formal lessons with my children?Question 42. How
do I schedule and organize our days?Question 43. Do I need to use textbooks?Question 44.
Where do I begin to find the resources and materials I need?Question 45. Do I need to keep
records? If so, how?Question 46. Do I need to buy a computer? More important, do I need to
know how to use the computer?Question 47. Do I have to stay home all day with my children?
Question 48. I hated (fill in a subject) in school. How can I possibly teach this subject to my child?
Question 49. Can others help me educate my child?Question 50. I know homeschoolers who
only “work” in the morning. How can the homeschooled children possibly learn as much as
children who go to school all day?Question 51. Can my child participate in sports programs if we
homeschool?Question 52. How do I meet the educational needs of several children of different
ages at the same time?Question 53. How do I ensure my children are motivated to learn at
home?It’s Effective! Assessing Your Child’s GrowthQuestion 54. Do I have to give my child tests?
Question 55. How do homeschooled children compare academically with traditionally schooled
children?Question 56. How can I do my own assessment of where my child stands academically
in relation to her peers?Question 57. How can I tell if my children are learning what’s important?
You Mean I Don’t Need to Know Algebra?! The Teen YearsQuestion 58. Is homeschooling a



teenager different than homeschooling an elementary school-aged child?Question 59. How will
my child learn the “tough” subjects, like algebra and chemistry, if I don’t understand them?
Question 60. Will my child get a high school diploma?Question 61. Will my child ever be able to
get into college if we homeschool, or receive financial aid or scholarships for college?Question
62. What happens when my child graduates, doesn’t have a diploma, and wants to get a job?
Question 63. Should my child go to community college while still high school aged?Question 64.
How can my child find an apprenticeship opportunity?Kids Say the Darnedest Things—About
HomeschoolingQuestion 65. On a day when you are doing things you like to do, what is it that
you’re doing and why do you like it?Question 66. Who are the most important people in your life?
Why? What do you consider the most important things you do? Why?Question 67. What are
some of the favorite books you’ve read over the years, and why are they your favorites?Question
68. You’ve been homeschooling for three years after attending a parochial school. What are the
major differences in these two learning experiences? Could you share a couple of your favorite
activities since you started homeschooling?Question 69. What do you see different about your
life compared to the lives of friends who attend school that can be directly attributed to the
homeschooling lifestyle?Question 70. Could you share with us the evolution of your work in
Shakespearean theater?Question 71. You’re just finishing a third semester at Tisch School of the
Arts at New York University. How are you feeling about the future? What are your immediate
plans? What are your hopes for your next ten years?Question 72. Now that you’re settled in at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, what are your thoughts on homeschooling as an educational
choice?Question 73. Looking back, what do you think are the most important things you’ve
learned growing up with homeschooling?Question 74. What would you suggest to a teen new to
homeschooling about how to make the best of educational freedom?The Home in
HomeschoolQuestion 75. How do I take care of housekeeping when the children are home all
day?Question 76. How do I handle relatives, friends, or neighbors who don’t think
homeschooling is a good idea?Question 77. If our religion is a main factor for choosing to
homeschool, how can I find others who share my religious values?Question 78. How can
homeschooling contribute to encouraging our family values with our children?Question 79. What
is the father’s role in home education?Personally SpeakingQuestion 80. How do I know if I’m cut
out for homeschooling?Question 81. Where does one find the courage to pursue an education
so different as homeschooling?Question 82. Parents must get stressed out over homeschooling
sometimes. How do I cope?Question 83. How will my children develop their own world view if I’m
teacher as well as parent?Question 84. Does TV have a place in the homeschooler’s home?
Question 85. After homeschooling for several years, I’ve noticed a difference in my children. I
want to share this difference with people; but, frankly, it’s hard to explain to other parents without
risk of them feeling as if I’m criticizing their choice to have their children remain in public school.
How do homeschoolers who want to share their discoveries overcome this very natural and
understandable tendency?Question 86. What about me? Will I be able to attend to my own
needs and goals, and to my relationship with my spouse?Twenty-First Century



HomeschoolingQuestion 87. So, just how many homeschoolers were there when the new
millennium began?Question 88. Politicians seem pretty serious in their push for accountability,
particularly across-the-board, mandatory, standardized testing. How will this affect my child if
she is homeschooling?Question 89. What are “homeschool charter schools”?Question 90. Can
we take advantage of distance learning for homeschooling?Question 91. Why are so many
parents of children with special learning needs turning to homeschooling?Question 92. With the
proliferation of daytime curfews and growing attention to truancy, will my children and I be
bothered as we use the world as our classroom?Question 93. Help! I’m a victim of
“homeschooling information overload”! Is there any way to get this under control?Question 94.
I’m noticing a lot of communication and media coverage about record numbers of
homeschoolers reaching college attendance age. Has this resulted in any changes in how
homeschooled applicants are received?Lifeboats: Final InspirationQuestion 95. All I ever read
about in the newspaper is exceptional homeschooled kids doing exceptional things. Are there
any normal homeschoolers?Question 96. How can I find out where and when homeschooling
conferences and curriculum fairs will be in my neighborhood?Question 97. How do I find a
homeschooling support group in my neighborhood? How do I start a support group?Question
98. Is there anything today’s legislators can do to ensure this educational approach remains a
choice for families in the future?Question 99. Who are the homeschool experts?Question 100.
What lasting impact of homeschooling is evident in your grown children?Question 101. What
have homeschooling parents learned from this experience?Appendix A. Resources: Terribly
Incomplete, But More Than Enough to Get You StartedAppendix B. State-by-State Information:
Homeschooling Requirements in the United StatesACKNOWLEDGMENTSWriting a book would
always be twice as difficult without the encouragement given me by my cousin, Louise Pohlman,
the big sister I never had. Love you, “Weesie!”In a project involving as many people as this book
has, there are countless more folks behind the scenes, like husbands and wives and children
whose lives with the contributors inspire them and whose support gives them time and
opportunity to write. There are people like Mary E. Shannon who acted as e-mail go-between for
Michelle Barone and me before Michelle got herself “wired,” and Christine Webb who kindly
became a contact person when I needed to get a message to her son, contributor Adam Grimm.
Joan Harriss shared her specialized knowledge to help Rebecca Kochenderfer answer the
question about sports, and Pat Lines and Laura Derrick kindly contributed the results of their
research as appendices that make this book all the more valuable to its readers. Heartfelt
appreciation to all. Your benevolent contributions were necessary pieces that helped make this
book whole.Many thanks, also, to the folks at Prima Publishing, from editors to legal staff, from
Ben, wise enough to see the need for this book, to the sales staff who will make sure families
have an opportunity to learn more about homeschooling through their work.There remain only
the contributors … and how to find the words to share with you how very much your support of
this book has meant to me. Over the years as I’ve met most of you I’ve been touched by the
depth of your understanding, the fire of your enthusiasm, and the warmth of your spirits. I still feel



as if I know the few of you I haven’t met in person from the way you sprinkle your writing with the
same qualities.We saw. We believed. We did it, gang! (And they say gathering homeschoolers is
like trying to herd cats!) You shared the vision. You gave of yourselves—yet again—to the ideal
of educational freedom we believe from the deepest parts of our Selves can serve this world’s
children well. And you did it all with joy in your hearts and smiles in your writing voices.I’ve
always thought a person fortunate if she discovers just a few kindred spirits while traveling
through life. I have found dozens, and know life is that much sweeter because we call each other
friend.In as many ways as there are to “homeschool,” I thank you all, contributors old and
new.INTRODUCTIONAnother letter arrived today:Last September I was agonizing over the
decision of whether or not to remove my two grade-school age children from public school. After
reading your book, The Art of Education, I was inspired to give it a try. We’ve been
homeschooling (unschooling, actually!) for almost four months and we all love it. I’ve seen great
changes in my kids already—more creativity, curiosity, less stress. I … look at a lot of things
differently now, including how we’re socialized by institutions. I have a feeling this is just the
beginning of a very interesting journey! Thank you so much for your inspiration and information.
It changed our lives.This sentiment is echoing across our nation and, increasingly, around the
world: Homeschooling changed our lives.It seems to give a lot of credit to what nonpractitioners
see as merely an odd educational choice. Could it be there’s something more to it than that?
Looking at homeschooling as an odd educational choice, or even as a valid educational choice,
for that matter, places it in a very narrow context. This narrow context is unfortunate because it
abruptly ends just where homeschooling begins. Considering homeschooling this way is like
looking at someone’s finger as it points toward a beautiful sunset. You will better understand the
letter writer’s enthusiasm when you look past the finger at this: Homeschooling is a grassroots
educational alternative that originates with the seed of parental love and commitment and
blossoms into a lush garden of personal empowerment for child and parent.Herein lies the
secret of the success of homeschooling as a national movement and the personal success of
homeschoolers. The life-changing personal empowerment that results is still a secret after all
these years, even though home education gets lots of media coverage. It’s still a secret, even
though just about everybody knows someone who homeschools these days. But it won’t be a
secret after you read this book.To read The Homeschooling Book of Answers is to realize you
can’t separate homeschooling from the person practicing it. Homeschooling moves beyond a
way to learn toward a way to live. This way of living necessitates well-thought-out, free choices
within the framework of complete responsibility. There likely is nothing else you could do with
your family that can so profoundly impact who you and your children become.Since you can’t
separate homeschooling from the person doing it, this book gives you just that—more than four
dozen people whose lives have been forever touched by this act. The Homeschooling Book of
Answers reaps a bountiful harvest of personal empowerment. Collected for your easy reference
is wisdom from parents with over 400 years of homeschooling experience. The dozen young
contributors add more than another 100 years’ experience. Additional contributors who have not



practiced homeschooling themselves, but who have spent decades researching, writing, and
speaking about it, lend their respected voices as well.Be forewarned. These are voices that
frankly express strong opinions. You won’t agree with everyone; some may even make you grit
your teeth. Hopefully, they’ll all help you think—about what we as a society call education and
what we do to our children in the name of that education. Hopefully, they’ll all help you feel—
what education can really be and what it’s like to experience the promise of educational freedom
fulfilled.Who Should Read The Homeschooling Book of Answers?Both the questions and
respondents for The Homeschooling Book of Answers were carefully chosen to provide you with
candid, informative, and entertaining answers to important questions about homeschooling. The
questions cover the wide-ranging interests of those who repeatedly ask them. This book will be
most helpful to:Parents who are considering or new to homeschoolingCurrent homeschoolers
looking for the ideas and inspiration usually found at homeschooling conferencesTeachers,
school board members, and school administratorsReporters, journalists, and political
commentatorsEducational and social researchersLocal, county, state, and national
legislatorsHow to Use The Homeschooling Book of AnswersPlease read the biographies first.
Remember, you can’t separate homeschooling from the person doing it. Get to know the people;
that’s what this book is all about. You’ll discover they’re very much like your neighbors, your
friends, and your favorite aunt, just a lot more knowledgeable about how children learn, since
they chose to accept complete responsibility for it. Before you read an answer, refer back to the
biographies to see who wrote it. (Of course, if you have a photographic memory, you can skip
this step.) Additionally, all contributors who listed contact information within their biographies are
willing to be contacted for the legitimate needs of reporters, journalists, researchers, legislators,
and so on.Note the chapter titles. The titles reflect the broad topic areas into which the questions
are divided. This way you can easily locate the topic you’re most interested in at any particular
reading. A quick scan of the questions within that topic in the table of contents will lead you to
your particular question.I hope you’ll read all the answers to each question. This way you’ll have
a much broader understanding of the answer, and also begin to understand how many people—
geographically, economically, politically, culturally, and religiously diverse—all came to similar
conclusions while walking what are oftentimes very dissimilar paths.The homeschooling books
mentioned or recommended throughout this book are all included in appendix A so you may
easily find the titles in your bookstore or library.Sit back, put up your feet, and relax! While the
education of our nation’s youth is an important, serious issue, let these homeschoolers show
you how to have your education and enjoy it, too!The Bright Idea, or How The Homeschooling
Book of Answers Came to BeAt the time I was in consultation with Prima Publishing acquisition
editor Jamie Miller, I was in the midst of a summer spent speaking and giving workshops at
homeschooling conferences. I met new friends and caught up with business and personal
relationships with old friends, all of whom are some of the most interesting, educationally well-
informed people I know. And I realized it was the collective energy and knowledge of all these
people that made working at these conferences the enlightening, exciting, and personally



rewarding experience it was. That’s when it hit: The Bright Idea.Not everyone can get to these
conferences, I thought. Certainly those who are merely considering the idea of home education
don’t necessarily spend time to even search out a conference. Those with a professional interest
in homeschooling often find themselves attending enough out-of-town conferences and events
without adding more. Yet these are some of the people with the most important, most urgent
questions about homeschooling, and the ones this collective energy and knowledge would most
benefit.So I proposed to Jamie The Bright Idea: a book of the most important and frequently
asked questions about homeschooling answered by a few dozen or so of the most dedicated,
most practiced, most knowledgeable, most commonsensical voices on homeschooling. Soon,
the same mind that got The Bright Idea began spinning with the practical aspects of such a
project. Did I just tell an editor I could get three dozen people, three dozen extremely active, busy
people, to contribute to a book—without having asked any of them beforehand?I told my
husband what happened. “You must be crazy,” he said.“They’ll do it,” I said. “I just know they will.”
As I waited for acceptance of the idea, one day I hoped the publisher would like it and the next I
hoped he would hate it and I wouldn’t have to put what I knew to the ultimate test. I mean, what if
most of them said no?“It’s a go,” Jamie told me by phone. The publisher liked the idea, was
excited about it, in fact.Gulp.
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get a message to her son, contributor Adam Grimm. Joan Harriss shared her specialized
knowledge to help Rebecca Kochenderfer answer the question about sports, and Pat Lines and
Laura Derrick kindly contributed the results of their research as appendices that make this book
all the more valuable to its readers. Heartfelt appreciation to all. Your benevolent contributions
were necessary pieces that helped make this book whole.Many thanks, also, to the folks at
Prima Publishing, from editors to legal staff, from Ben, wise enough to see the need for this
book, to the sales staff who will make sure families have an opportunity to learn more about
homeschooling through their work.There remain only the contributors … and how to find the
words to share with you how very much your support of this book has meant to me. Over the
years as I’ve met most of you I’ve been touched by the depth of your understanding, the fire of
your enthusiasm, and the warmth of your spirits. I still feel as if I know the few of you I haven’t
met in person from the way you sprinkle your writing with the same qualities.We saw. We
believed. We did it, gang! (And they say gathering homeschoolers is like trying to herd cats!) You
shared the vision. You gave of yourselves—yet again—to the ideal of educational freedom we



believe from the deepest parts of our Selves can serve this world’s children well. And you did it
all with joy in your hearts and smiles in your writing voices.I’ve always thought a person fortunate
if she discovers just a few kindred spirits while traveling through life. I have found dozens, and
know life is that much sweeter because we call each other friend.In as many ways as there are to
“homeschool,” I thank you all, contributors old and new.INTRODUCTIONAnother letter arrived
today:Last September I was agonizing over the decision of whether or not to remove my two
grade-school age children from public school. After reading your book, The Art of Education, I
was inspired to give it a try. We’ve been homeschooling (unschooling, actually!) for almost four
months and we all love it. I’ve seen great changes in my kids already—more creativity, curiosity,
less stress. I … look at a lot of things differently now, including how we’re socialized by
institutions. I have a feeling this is just the beginning of a very interesting journey! Thank you so
much for your inspiration and information. It changed our lives.This sentiment is echoing across
our nation and, increasingly, around the world: Homeschooling changed our lives.It seems to
give a lot of credit to what nonpractitioners see as merely an odd educational choice. Could it be
there’s something more to it than that?Looking at homeschooling as an odd educational choice,
or even as a valid educational choice, for that matter, places it in a very narrow context. This
narrow context is unfortunate because it abruptly ends just where homeschooling begins.
Considering homeschooling this way is like looking at someone’s finger as it points toward a
beautiful sunset. You will better understand the letter writer’s enthusiasm when you look past the
finger at this: Homeschooling is a grassroots educational alternative that originates with the
seed of parental love and commitment and blossoms into a lush garden of personal
empowerment for child and parent.Herein lies the secret of the success of homeschooling as a
national movement and the personal success of homeschoolers. The life-changing personal
empowerment that results is still a secret after all these years, even though home education gets
lots of media coverage. It’s still a secret, even though just about everybody knows someone who
homeschools these days. But it won’t be a secret after you read this book.To read The
Homeschooling Book of Answers is to realize you can’t separate homeschooling from the
person practicing it. Homeschooling moves beyond a way to learn toward a way to live. This way
of living necessitates well-thought-out, free choices within the framework of complete
responsibility. There likely is nothing else you could do with your family that can so profoundly
impact who you and your children become.Since you can’t separate homeschooling from the
person doing it, this book gives you just that—more than four dozen people whose lives have
been forever touched by this act. The Homeschooling Book of Answers reaps a bountiful harvest
of personal empowerment. Collected for your easy reference is wisdom from parents with over
400 years of homeschooling experience. The dozen young contributors add more than another
100 years’ experience. Additional contributors who have not practiced homeschooling
themselves, but who have spent decades researching, writing, and speaking about it, lend their
respected voices as well.Be forewarned. These are voices that frankly express strong opinions.
You won’t agree with everyone; some may even make you grit your teeth. Hopefully, they’ll all



help you think—about what we as a society call education and what we do to our children in the
name of that education. Hopefully, they’ll all help you feel—what education can really be and
what it’s like to experience the promise of educational freedom fulfilled.Who Should Read The
Homeschooling Book of Answers?Both the questions and respondents for The Homeschooling
Book of Answers were carefully chosen to provide you with candid, informative, and entertaining
answers to important questions about homeschooling. The questions cover the wide-ranging
interests of those who repeatedly ask them. This book will be most helpful to:Parents who are
considering or new to homeschoolingCurrent homeschoolers looking for the ideas and
inspiration usually found at homeschooling conferencesTeachers, school board members, and
school administratorsReporters, journalists, and political commentatorsEducational and social
researchersLocal, county, state, and national legislatorsHow to Use The Homeschooling Book
of AnswersPlease read the biographies first. Remember, you can’t separate homeschooling
from the person doing it. Get to know the people; that’s what this book is all about. You’ll discover
they’re very much like your neighbors, your friends, and your favorite aunt, just a lot more
knowledgeable about how children learn, since they chose to accept complete responsibility for
it. Before you read an answer, refer back to the biographies to see who wrote it. (Of course, if you
have a photographic memory, you can skip this step.) Additionally, all contributors who listed
contact information within their biographies are willing to be contacted for the legitimate needs of
reporters, journalists, researchers, legislators, and so on.Note the chapter titles. The titles reflect
the broad topic areas into which the questions are divided. This way you can easily locate the
topic you’re most interested in at any particular reading. A quick scan of the questions within that
topic in the table of contents will lead you to your particular question.I hope you’ll read all the
answers to each question. This way you’ll have a much broader understanding of the answer,
and also begin to understand how many people—geographically, economically, politically,
culturally, and religiously diverse—all came to similar conclusions while walking what are
oftentimes very dissimilar paths.The homeschooling books mentioned or recommended
throughout this book are all included in appendix A so you may easily find the titles in your
bookstore or library.Sit back, put up your feet, and relax! While the education of our nation’s
youth is an important, serious issue, let these homeschoolers show you how to have your
education and enjoy it, too!The Bright Idea, or How The Homeschooling Book of Answers Came
to BeAt the time I was in consultation with Prima Publishing acquisition editor Jamie Miller, I was
in the midst of a summer spent speaking and giving workshops at homeschooling conferences. I
met new friends and caught up with business and personal relationships with old friends, all of
whom are some of the most interesting, educationally well-informed people I know. And I
realized it was the collective energy and knowledge of all these people that made working at
these conferences the enlightening, exciting, and personally rewarding experience it was. That’s
when it hit: The Bright Idea.Not everyone can get to these conferences, I thought. Certainly
those who are merely considering the idea of home education don’t necessarily spend time to
even search out a conference. Those with a professional interest in homeschooling often find



themselves attending enough out-of-town conferences and events without adding more. Yet
these are some of the people with the most important, most urgent questions about
homeschooling, and the ones this collective energy and knowledge would most benefit.So I
proposed to Jamie The Bright Idea: a book of the most important and frequently asked
questions about homeschooling answered by a few dozen or so of the most dedicated, most
practiced, most knowledgeable, most commonsensical voices on homeschooling. Soon, the
same mind that got The Bright Idea began spinning with the practical aspects of such a project.
Did I just tell an editor I could get three dozen people, three dozen extremely active, busy
people, to contribute to a book—without having asked any of them beforehand?I told my
husband what happened. “You must be crazy,” he said.“They’ll do it,” I said. “I just know they will.”
As I waited for acceptance of the idea, one day I hoped the publisher would like it and the next I
hoped he would hate it and I wouldn’t have to put what I knew to the ultimate test. I mean, what if
most of them said no?“It’s a go,” Jamie told me by phone. The publisher liked the idea, was
excited about it, in fact.Gulp.Time to finalize the list of potential contributors. Time to create an
invitation to contributors. Time to formulate the list of perfect questions. Time to decide which
questions should go to whom. Time to send The Bright Idea out into the homeschooling
community and see if it had wings.I snail-mailed a few invitations, faxed one, and e-mailed the
rest. I held my breath. The day is etched in my heart and mind forever.Within an hour I nervously
opened a return e-mail message which read, “I’m honored. Of course I will help in any way I can.
Thank you for asking. Good luck! Rebecca (Kochenderfer).”Two hours after sending the fax, I
read the reply: “Hi, Linda. OK. Where are the questions; I’m not here very often! Love, John
[Gatto].” I had actually found John, a favorite of the talk circuit, at home in his New York City
apartment.Lillian Jones wrote from California a couple of hours later: “This is so exciting—a
dream come true! There are lots of good books around, but I can’t point people to just one with
certainty that they’re going to ‘get it.’ This sounds like the closest thing to that dream book! … So
yes, yes—please deal me in. Wonderful idea! Thank you!”The next few days were delightful as
acceptances reached my computer via cyberspace. I could picture Deb Shell at the computer in
her Vermont home responding, “This is such a timely project—so much of what you’ve said rings
true; what’s been nagging me since the [Growing Without Schooling] conference in August is the
feeling that many long-time homeschoolers have accrued so much experience, yet there hasn’t
been an easily accessible means of communicating what we know. I embrace this project—yes,
I would love to participate. Best regards, Deb.” Two of Deb’s daughters ultimately became
contributors, too!Did I forget to mention I asked these folks to contribute as the holiday season
rapidly approached—and that I only gave them one month to complete their work?“You can
count me in!” wrote Janie Levine Hellyer from far-away Washington state. “Of course you just
HAD to choose the busiest time of the year! Seriously, bring on the questions, and I’ll clear some
time on my calendar to work on them.” My eyes—again—swelled with tears of gratitude.“OK.
You’re on!” came the answer from Michigan’s Clonlara School e-mail address. “But I give you fair
warning that you will have to nudge me at least once, and possibly twice before I complete it. If



you’re game, I am. Pat (Montgomery)” But Pat surprised herself and me by meeting the deadline,
just like almost all the other contributors. (Don’t worry, gang, I’m not going to reveal any names
here!)Still others were sentimental about the project, like Katharine Houk. “The new book project
sounds exciting,” she wrote, “and I would be very happy to be part of it. Now that we are coming
out at the other end of homeschooling, it would be an excellent time for synthesis and reflection
on what this grand adventure has been about.”And then there was Donna Nichols-White. Not
wanting any of the recipients to miss my e-mail message, I “shouted” the subject in all capital
letters, in the fashion of the junk e-mail so many receive. “Good thing I noticed your screen name
was ldobson,” she wrote. “I thought you were selling girlie mags or something. I almost deleted
your e-mail. I most definitely am willing to contribute to this book. It sounds great!” You’ll soon be
as glad as I was that Donna saved her invitation from a quick trip to the trash.The responses
from “the gang” were everything I’d hoped they would be—and more. As acceptances piled up,
the scope of what we as a team were about to attempt began to sink in, and yet again I
wondered if I’d bitten off more than I could chew. I made and hung huge wall charts containing
both the questions and contributors’ names to ensure even distribution. I stuck dozens of index
cards containing chapters and questions on the wall and constantly shuffled them around in
search of the perfect order. Soon my makeshift office looked like a command post for …
homeschool wisdom. After I gave the question distribution a tenth or twelfth “final” review, I
scattered the questions across the United States and Canada.You now hold the results in your
hand: 500 collective years—half a millennium—of thoughts, observations, philosophies, tips,
and personal stories that can lead you to the personal empowerment of homeschooling.Thanks
to this personal empowerment, growing numbers of children are today living and learning in the
real world, donating time to community volunteer organizations, getting wooed by college
admissions officers, and learning to get along with, enjoy, and appreciate people of all ages. The
contributors have discovered that children growing free of the educational institution sprout up
and learn naturally, following schedules suited to their unique interests and
abilities.Homeschooling brought learning, family life, values, and ideals of freedom into sharp
focus for all of us. It allowed us to create this “dream” book. And, yes, homeschooling changed
our lives. We hope this book and homeschooling can change yours, too.Introduction to the
Second Edition2002. It’s been four years already? Well, thank goodness, much of what is best
and brightest about homeschooling has remained the same. As a flexible educational approach,
though, homeschooling continues to evolve, ever led to new and different challenges and
opportunities. Its entrance into the twenty-first century proved no exception, so throughout the
pages, courtesy of six wonderful new contributors, you’ll find updates addressing the most
important issues, including an entirely new chapter that helps you think about current events
exploding onto the educational landscape. You’ll find answers to new questions for your
consideration, such as these: Do new cries for “accountability” affect homeschoolers? If you live
in a town with a daytime curfew, how can you use the community as your classroom? There’s up-
to-date information on the growing use of distance-learning tools, homeschool charter schools,



the record number of homeschoolers entering colleges and universities, the increase in families
homeschooling children with special needs, and more. Don’t forget to check out the important
thoughts and resources collected in easy-to-read-and-use lists you’ll refer to again and again.A
plethora of homeschooling materials, a favorite of many readers, is not just revised but
expanded.But mostly, remember to enjoy what you’re doing as you put all this information to
work for your family. Children are children but once; let homeschooling help build childhood
memories that will last a lifetime.ContributorsMICHELLE BARONE is a single homeschooling
parent to two children and has been homeschooling for twelve years. She is a credentialed
teacher in California. She is also a licensed marriage, family, and child counselor, and has a
private counseling practice specializing in attachment-style parenting, alternative education, and
personal growth issues. She also facilitates parent support and education groups. She is
currently writing a book and lecturing on the topic of homeschooling as healing.Phone: (818)
951-7744E-mail: mebarone@earthlink.netCHRIS CARDIFF, a homeschooling father of three
girls, has over twelve years experience. He is the founding president of the California
Homeschool Network and the former executive director of the Separation of School and State
Alliance. With his two eldest daughters, he edits AWL News, the monthly newsletter of All Ways
Learning of San Jose, California. A homeschooling crusader by night, during the day he’s a mild-
mannered director of engineering at Netscape Communications Corporation.California
Homeschool NetworkPhone: (800) 327-5339E-mail: tifchris@aol.comWeb site:CAFI COHEN
homeschooled her two children for eight years, from about ages ten to eighteen. She cohosts
the Web-based Kaleidoscapes Homeschooling Bulletin Boards and presents workshops at
homeschooling conferences across the nation. She wrote And What About College? How
Homeschooling Leads to Admissions to the Best Colleges and Universities. Her Web site
addresses the challenges of homeschooling teenagers. She and her husband live on California’s
central coast.375 Plancha WayArroyo Grande, CA 93420Phone: (805) 473-4963E-mail:
cfcohen@pacbell.netDAVID COLFAX is a fourth-term at-large trustee of his county’s board of
education, and until recently hosted a weekly public radio public affairs program. A former
professor of sociology, he has served as a social research and forensic consultant to public and
private, local, state, and national agencies such as the National Institutes of Health and the U.S.
Department of Education. With his wife, Micki, he coauthored Homeschooling for Excellence
and Hard Times in Paradise.Colfax Associates246 Redwood Ridge RoadBoonville, CA
95415For book information:Mountain House PressBox 353Philo, CA 95466MICKI COLFAX is a
graduate of Penn State who attended the London School of Economics. She has taught in the
United States, Canada, and England, and has served as director of field operations for many
educational survey research projects. Micki and David are proud grandparents of Bailey,
frequently speak at educational conferences, and together survived an onslaught of media
attention when the first of their three sons was homeschooled into Harvard in the early 1980s.
Their fourth son is now married and works with developmentally disabled people in Sacramento.
(See David Colfax for contact information.)ADAM DOBSON, born in 1983, lives in the



Adirondack mountains of New York and has homeschooled his entire life. He enjoys playing and
listening to music, participating in various sports, working with computers, and spending time
with his niece. He is currently employed as a prepared foods manager for a large chain
supermarket, and is studying psychology and sociology.LINDA DOBSON is the author of The
Art of Education (Holt Associates), author of several books published by Prima Publishing, and
editor of the Prima Home Learning Library. Linda is a popular conference speaker, workshop
presenter, and Home Education Magazine columnist. She has learned at home with three
children since 1985.368 Trudeau RoadSaranac Lake, NY 12983Phone/Fax: (518) 891-4714E-
mail: ldobson@northnet.orgWeb site:KIRBY DODD, fourteen, has never been to school, but
nobody can tell without asking. His reading primers were Nintendo Players’ Guides and
Nintendo Power Magazine, and he has an orange belt in karate from the local Shorin Ryu dojo.
He is named after his grandfather, not a Nintendo character or a vacuum cleaner
(honest).MARTY DODD (at the time of this writing) was an eight-year-old (now eleven), ice-
hockey-playing, unschooled kid in Albuquerque, New Mexico. He has an older brother and a
younger sister. He wears his hair short to bald, sings funny songs, makes up characters and
draws them. Marty’s specialty is putting things together without the directions, a manly art that
drives moms crazy (especially when the little men are good at it).SANDRA DODD lives in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, with her husband, Keith, and their three children—Kirby, Marty, and
Holly—who have never been to school. Kirby was born in 1986, and Sandra’s responses were
made when he would have been in sixth grade (had he attended school). Sandra has a degree
in English, and taught junior high school for six years. For fun she writes, plays music, and sings,
and amazes her kids with things and ideas.2905 Tahiti Court, NEAlbuquerque, NM
87110Phone: (505) 299-2476E-mail: SandraDodd@aol.comWeb site:SUSAN EVANS and her
family, including four children (Luke, born in 1977; Jesse, in 1979; Margaret, in 1982; and
Kathryn, in 1986), live in southeastern Michigan. She has volunteered over the years for several
family-centered organizations: counseling breastfeeding mothers in La Leche League, planning
homeschooling conferences for Clonlara School, coordinating the office for the National
Homeschool Association, leading workshops at the Family Empowerment Institute’s retreats,
and representing Holt Associates at midwestern homeschooling conferences.ANN FISHER
homeschooled her daughters Erin and Alice for more than twenty years. A founder of Oregon
Home Education Network and several other homeschooling organizations, Ann is the author of
Homeschooling in Oregon, a model state handbook; has contributed several chapters to
Creating Learning Communities; and is putting the final touches on her forthcoming book,
Foundations for Homeschooling. Ann and Don have recently put down roots near the Columbia
River gorge.PO Box 1279Carson, WA 98610E-mail: Ann@nettlepatch.netWeb site:JOHN
TAYLOR GATTO was a public school teacher in New York for thirty-five years, including five at
the university level. He was named New York State Teacher of the Year twice and New York City
Teacher of the Year three times by various organizations. He has spoken at NASA, the White
House, United Technologies, Omega Institute, and for over 500 other organizations in forty-nine



states and seven foreign countries. He is the author of Dumbing Us Down, The Exhausted
School, and The Empty Child (forthcoming), and is listed in Who’s Who.The Odysseus
Group295 E. 8th StreetNew York, NY 10009Phone: (212) 529-9327Fax: (212) 721-6124 (Rarely
able to respond to personal correspondence)NANCY AND BILLY GREER met and became
friends while attending colleges near each other. A crucial kiss in front of the library marked a
turning point in the relationship and a shared passion for books that led to marriage in 1982.
Involvement in homeschooling began in 1988 with the birth of their son. “In trying to decide if we
should start saving for a private school education or rely on public education, we visited several
schools and read about many educational philosophies. No one program offered everything we
were interested in, and we saw that parental involvement seemed the most important factor in
learning success. Homeschooling allowed us to tailor a program that suited our family and
maximized parental involvement.” In 1992 Nancy and Billy and two other people started North
County Home Educators, a Maryland support group open to anyone interested in home learning.
They created the Family Unschoolers Network in 1994, which offers support via F.U.N. News, a
quarterly newsletter, and discounted books through F.U.N. Books.Family Unschoolers
Network1688 Belhaven Woods CourtPasadena, MD 21122-3727Fax/Voice Mail: (410)
360-7330E-mail: FUN@FUN-Books.comWeb site:MARY GRIFFITH is the author of The
Unschooling Handbook: How to Make the World Your Classroom and The Homeschooling
Handbook: From Preschool to High School, a Parent’s Guide, both from Prima Publishing. She is
past editor of California HomeSchooler and a longtime activist with the Homeschool Association
of California. For the past ten years, she’s spent the bulk of her nonwriting time unschooling with
her two daughters.18 Madison Ct.Roseville, CA 95678E-mail: mgriff@ns.netADAM GRIMM was
named Oregon’s only homeschooled National Merit Scholar in 1997. Adam earned a perfect
800 on the verbal portion of both his PSAT and SAT exams. Primarily an unschooler, as a
teenager Adam chose to plot his own educational course, which included lots of exploring,
travel, reading, video watching, lectures, museum visits, games, computer work, and some
community college classes. He was also awarded a Type 1 Air Force ROTC scholarship, which
he used at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI). Adam graduated in 2001, and reported for
active duty in the U.S. Air Force.E-mail: grimma@alum.rpi.eduMARK AND HELEN HEGENER
are the parents of five children: John, Jim, Jody Ellen, Christopher, and Michael. All their children
have always been homeschooled. The Hegener family has published Home Education
Magazine since 1983, and they have appeared as featured speakers at homeschooling
conferences across the nation. They live in Washington.Home Education MagazinePO Box
1083Tonasket, WA 98855Phone: (509) 486-1351E-mail: HEM@home-ed-magazine.comWeb
site:SHARI HENRY and her husband, Tim Jones, live in Huntsville, Alabama. They have always
homeschooled their three children: TJ, Bekah, and Phoebe. Shari is a columnist and senior
editor for Homeschooling Today magazine, and otherwise likes to read, cook, ’blade, bike, and
laugh with her family.E-mail: ShariHenry@aol.comLORETTA HEUER is mom to Tad and Jed,
eclectic homeschoolers who combined unschooling, traditional coursework, internships, and



travel. Tad, with a public policy degree from Brown University, is a graduate student at the
London School of Economics, while Jed is an art direction major at Pratt Institute in New York
City. Loretta has served as legislative liaison for the Massachusetts Home Learning Association,
and is the author of The Homeschooler’s Guide to Portfolios and Transcripts.DORIS
HOHENSEE is the mother of six children who learn at home. When the New Hampshire
legislature enacted a home education law in 1990, she found it necessary to become politically
active while openly refusing to comply with the demands of the new law. In 1993, she started
discussing politics on the Internet to try to hold back the tide of regulatory homeschooling
laws.15 Swart TerraceNashua, NH 03060Phone: (603) 881-8323E-mail:
doris@mainstream.netMICHAEL HOHENSEE was born in 1980. He is a science and
engineering enthusiast who also fences epée. He acquired anarchistic attitudes primarily from
the works of L. Neil Smith and Robert Heinlein. Since the age of four, he has been
homeschooled, unschooled, high schooled (“briefly, thank heaven”), and college schooled, in
that order. He prefers unschooling to homeschooling, and college to high school. Next fall he
hopes to attend a university with like-minded technogeeks. He resides in Nashua, New
Hampshire, with five younger siblings and nine pet cockatiels.15 Swart TerraceNashua, NH
03060Phone: (603) 881-8323E-mail: michael@mainstream.netKATHARINE HOUK,
homeschooling since 1983, brings people together in groups, learning centers, and educational
events. She believes that by learning together, we can each become spirited inventors of our
lives. She is cofounder/director of the Alliance for Parental Involvement in Education (AllPIE),
works as an artist in Chatham, New York, and attended divinity school. Katharine’s husband,
Seth Rockmuller, and their children—Tahra, Ben, and Emily—have been a vital part of her life
and work.Alliance for Parental Involvement in EducationPO Box 59East Chatham, NY
12060-0059Phone/Fax: (518) 392-6900E-mail: allpie@taconic.netWeb site:THERESA
HYLANDa, seventeen, has been homeschooled for six years, and began attending Paul Smith’s
College in fall of 2001. Since this book was first published, Theresa’s interests have evolved to
include Celtic music, anthropology, history, and anything Celtic or Japanese. She still loves Star
Wars. She is a member of Phi Theta Kappa, and hopes to eventually have a career in
anthropology, music, or ethnomusicology.LINDSEY JOHNSON has been unschooled her whole
life. (“My parents discovered John Holt when I was three.”) She has three brothers and two
sisters who are also unschooled. Lindsey is writing a book about the dangers of compulsory
education, a result of her new-found interest in why our current educational system is failing us.
She plans to continue writing, pursue an acting career, and carry her autodidactic lifestyle as
she gets older.LILLIAN JONES earned a degree in anthropology, trained to be an elementary
teacher, substituted in schools, but never felt comfortable with what she found there. She feels
from firsthand experience that teaching credentials (and college degrees) are highly overrated
as measures of competence in the real world. Along with her other interests, she is a
homeschool advocate and a volunteer with the HomeSchool Association of California. She and
her husband, Ed, have a teenage son, Ethan.E-mail: wrensong@monitor.netWeb site:TJ JONES



has been homeschooling all his life and plans to stay home through high school. He enjoys all
types of sports, especially hockey (ice and roller) and competitive swimming.LARRY AND
SUSAN KASEMAN have been learning through homeschooling with their four children since
1979. They are very active in the Wisconsin Parents Association, a statewide inclusive
grassroots homeschooling organization of which Larry is executive director. They are the authors
of Taking Charge Through Homeschooling: Personal and Political Empowerment and columnists
for Home Education Magazine. Together they hike, sing, garden, work with families, and spend
time with their children.MEGAN KASEMAN is delighted to be making her debut as a published
writer. She’s been homeschooling forever and acting for twelve years. Her favorite roles include
Ophelia in Hamlet, title roles in Othello and Romeo and Juliet (Romeo), and Rebecca Gibbs in
Our Town. Other activities include singing, listening to music, and spending time with her family
and her cat, Katza. She dedicates her writing to directors Richard and Anne with a heart full of
thanks and love.REBECCA KOCHENDERFER is editor and co-founder of . In addition to
receiving the Forbes Favorite Best of the Web award, has been featured on , WorldNetDaily, and
others, and on television programs Web TV and Internet Tonight. Embracing the diversity of the
homeschooling community, holds exclusive licenses with ChildU and the JASON Project.3751
Bolsa CourtSacramento, CA 95864Phone: (916) 488-6589E-mail:
Rebecca@Homeschool.comWeb site:JANIE LEVINE HELLYER was active in the homeschool
community for many years and developed and taught a course on homeschooling at Evergreen
State College in Olympia, Washington. She was the mother of three grown
homeschoolers.PATRICIA LINES has been writing on homeschooling for over twenty years,
tracking the movement practically from its infancy. She is the proud mom of a twenty-eight-year-
old computer genius who was never formally homeschooled, but who learned quite a lot on his
own outside of school. She is currently on sabbatical from her position with the National Institute
on Student Achievement, Curriculum and Assessment, and is writing a dissertation for Catholic
University of America on the idea of education as a private affair, as articulated by thinkers from
John Locke to the Antifederalists. She is also a senior fellow at Discovery Institute in
Seattle.Discovery Institute1402 Third Avenue, Suite 400Seattle, WA 98101Phone: (206)
292-0401patlines@earthlink.netISABEL (IZZY) LYMAN is the daughter of Costa Rican
immigrants. She is proud of her heritage and proud to be a homeschooling American. Her
columns on home education have appeared in the Wall Street Journal, Investor’s Business Daily,
Dallas Morning News, Boston Herald, Los Angeles Daily Journal, and National Review. She is
author of The Homeschooling Revolution and mother of two teenaged sons, one of whom is
currently taught by her husband; the other is a college freshman.Web site:MARY H.
MCCARTHY and family have been homeschooling since 1981, after hearing John Holt speak.
They live in Washington, where Mary occasionally writes for Home Education Magazine when
she isn’t searching the house for her sanity.E-mail: HSLRAwa@sandwich.netDR. PAT
MONTGOMERY is an energetic, indefatigable advocate for home-based educators and the
mother of two adult “children.” In 1967, she started an innovative private day school for her
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graduate student at the London School of Economics, while Jed is an art direction major at Pratt
Institute in New York City. Loretta has served as legislative liaison for the Massachusetts Home
Learning Association, and is the author of The Homeschooler’s Guide to Portfolios and
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Brook Farm Books and has completed the third edition of The Home School Source
Book.BECKY AND RANDY RUPP, both cell biologists, have three sons—Josh, Ethan, and



Caleb. They live in very rural Vermont, where they garden, stargaze, skate, read, cross-country
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Associates/Growing Without Schooling2380 Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 104Cambridge, MA
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the Resource Center for Homeschooling, in her spare time she is also a potter, and enjoys
quilting, gardening, and exploring Lake Champlain with her boat-builder husband, Fred.E-mail:
debshell_vt@yahoo.comPhone/Fax: (802) 524-9645MAE SHELL has been an unschooler her
whole life. She worked at a small public library, and is currently exploring different career paths,
including journalism and computer database design. In her spare time, she enjoys reading,
writing, and surfing the Web.E-mail: mae@maeshell.comSCARLET SARA SHELL grew up in
Vermont as a lifelong homeschooler. She started dancing at the age of eleven and hasn’t
stopped since, a love which brought her to Tisch School of the Arts at New York University. She
currently attends UC San Diego where she will earn her Ph.D. in molecular biology.(See Deb
Shell for contact information.)LUZ SHOSIE taught fifth grade in a public school for two years,
and that’s when she decided to homeschool. Now she grows food and flowers, studies and
teaches t’ai chi, runs a support group, and publishes a newsletter for unschoolers. “I enjoy
holding people’s hands as they take the leap into self-directed learning.”Guilford University22
Wild Rose AvenueGuilford, CT 06437Phone/Fax: (203) 458-7402E-mail: nedvare@ntplx.netNED
VARE has been homeschooling since 1980. He has enjoyed various occupations, usually with
no connection to his “education.” Ned adds, “I consider my schooling (private) and college (Ivy



League) a waste of time—an expensive warehousing and even damaging experience because
so much of it had to be unlearned, and also because it gave me an inappropriate or unrealistic
world view. Like most people, almost all my valuable learning was done outside school and after
my schooling ended.”(See Luz Shosie for contact information.)CINDY WADE is an artist and
homeschool advocate currently residing on a Vermont homestead with husband Todd and
children Annaquista and Zebhdiyah. Cindy founded and directs Gnarly Birch Press, a mail-order
company specializing in homeschool materials, and she publishes Right at Home newsletter.
She is author of The Vermont Homeschoolers’ Directory, among other publications, and speaks
and presents workshops on homeschooling.Gnarly Birch PressRR 2, Box 145E. Wallingford, VT
05742Phone: (802) 259-2394E-mail: cwade@vermontel.comJUDITH WAITE ALLEE, co-author
of Homeschooling on a Shoestring and Educational Travel on a Shoestring, started
homeschooling in 1984 so her foster son could escape from “Special Ed.” She presents
workshops on homeschooling, adoption, and “Parenting Without Losing Your Cool.” Judith, her
husband John, and their daughter Nancy (now twenty) have visited homeschoolers in fifteen
states, while traveling to photograph reunions and conferences.Web site:ANN ZEISE has been
a homeschool parent since 1993, and an onliner since 1984. A to Z Home’s Cool
Homeschooling has been her online support for homeschoolers on the Internet since 1996. You
may contact her through the site: .CHAPTER ONENow That Homeschooling Is Legal and Safe
…ONCE UPON a time, the most frequently asked question about homeschooling was, “Is that
legal?” I always thought it a strange one. If I say I’m taking responsibility for my own children’s
need for food, no one questions if that’s legal. If I say I’m taking responsibility for my children’s
need to be healthy, again, no questions asked. In fact, I could be hauled off to jail if I didn’t take
care of those responsibilities.Since taking responsibility for my children’s need for education isn’t
very different than taking care of their need for food and health, I find this turn-around interesting.
When it comes to “which books they read” instead of “which vegetables they eat for dinner,” all of
a sudden it’s a legal issue. Please allow this book to help you ponder the significance of
this.That the question, “Is that legal?” is not today included in a book of the most important and
most often asked questions about homeschooling says a lot about the growth and acceptance
of this educational phenomenon. Homeschooling’s legality is today a given, in many respects a
tribute to the countless families who fought to maintain—or reclaim—parental responsibility for
children’s education.That something as personal as the art of education is tied to a series of
legal hoops one must jump through in order to practice it is a fact worthy of deep— possibly life-
altering—consideration, particularly to those who cherish the ideal of a free people living in a
free country. That a question-and-answer book on homeschooling still needs a chapter on legal
issues, and that those questions are important enough to be addressed in the first chapter of
this book, says a lot about how much farther we have yet to go along the path toward assuming,
instead of allowing, family responsibility for our own children.I like to imagine a day when the art
of education may be widely viewed as the private family affair it is, a day when those charged
with the weighty task of educating future generations en masse let loose the reins they’ve held



so tightly for the relatively brief, 150-year-long educational experiment known as public
schooling.Until that day, however, anyone contemplating homeschooling her own children;
anyone who has a hand in running, regulating, or in any way supporting the business of
schooling—indeed, anyone who would benefit from a microcosmic look at the effects of
government influence in our personal lives—needs to know (1) what the hoops are and (2) the
most effective way to jump through them. You are capable of grabbing those reins, allowing your
children to move in a different direction more in keeping with your family’s values, dreams, and
hopes.When it comes to “which books they read” instead of “which vegetables they eat for
dinner,” all of a sudden it’s a legal issue. Please allow this book to help you ponder the
significance of this.Why does a thirty-year veteran school teacher tell you you’re lucky if you
don’t have teacher training before homeschooling your children? Would you like to know just
what the legal requirements in your state are? And where to find the most accurate information
about them? If you’ve always tiptoed gingerly about your school administrators, or have never
had any dealings with them in the past, could you use a few tips on how to approach them? Can
you stand to learn that they see your child much differently than you do? And that you can learn
just as much if not more about your child’s education than they in a very brief time?Now that
homeschooling is legal and safe, welcome to what you need to know about remaining legal
issues to fully understand which legal hoops are still real, and which have fallen by the wayside.
After addressing these necessary evils, we’ll move on to the ideas directly relevant to truly
educating children.Can I teach my own children if I don’t have any teacher training?BILLY AND
NANCY GREER Yes! In fact, teacher training can be a disadvantage in the home environment.
Traditional teaching methods still tend to break up learning into several separate categories or
subjects that are taught independently of each other. This may work well when groups of
students are moved from class to class for each subject. In theory, this allows teachers to
specialize in a particular subject so that the student gets a teacher with expertise in the subject.
This is one of the key ideas in mass production—break a process into separate components and
let a specialist handle each component.In real life, there is no artificial segregation of subjects
and there is often an amazing integration. Reading and writing are involved in every subject
area; science involves history, foreign languages, math, art, and social studies. It is much more
effective to integrate all of these items and treat them as part of a whole. In a home environment,
it is easier to take this kind of approach. The payoff is that it is easier to relate what is learned to
real life, and to make the material more interesting.And guess what? Companies are finding that
multidisciplinary team approaches work better than traditional mass production. When
marketing, engineering, production, and finance work on a project simultaneously, the quantity
and quality of work increase. The better and more innovative companies are already moving
away from traditional mass-production models.If you see that you have more freedom and
flexibility to use techniques that would not be effective in a classroom setting, but are still worried
about your own knowledge, just remember that your children are not limited to what you know.
You do not teach your children; you help them learn. Coaches are not the best athletes. They



help motivate, and provide resources and support. NED VARE Teacher training—the kind of
training given to public school teachers—is one of the main reasons for the failure of the schools
in the first place. You are not expected to be a classroom teacher overseeing two dozen diverse
strangers, anyway. Your job is to be a tutor, on a part-time basis only, for one or maybe a few of
your own children—whom you know intimately. You are well qualified to do that; you’ve already
been doing it for years. Children don’t need schooling; they want to learn, and they know how to
do it. If they have questions, answer them. If you can’t answer them, find the answers together.
The process is called life. It’s not separate from education. JOHN TAYLOR GATTO Let me
reverse that question. Can you teach your own children if you do have teacher training, did well
in it, and believe its precepts of scientific pedagogy, its psychological principles of child
development, its habits of time management, behavioral control, text selection, sequencing,
assessment, and guidance? I don’t think so.Teacher training is not about assisting a mind and
character to develop according to the principles of its own internal genius. It is not about
education at all, but about successful schooling, which is a much different thing. Schooling is a
comprehensive indoctrination process, designed—by Plato, Hobbes, Rousseau, and others—to
isolate children from their natural sources of personal power, which accrue from family identity
and experience, self-discovery, freedom to experiment in a safe and familiar setting, early
guidance in metaphysical speculation and participation (what we call religion), access to highly
personalized and particularized text and experience matchings (what is called elsewhere in this
guide “interest initiated” learning, knowledgeable mentors drawn from the ranks of the talented,
not merely from the cohort of “certified” state agents), and much more.Children don’t need
schooling; they want to learn, and they know how to do it.Isolation, followed by controlled
abstractions of reality and controlled “simulation” games, a controlled diet of materials, a highly
tense setting (even in the very best of schools) in which authorities are essential for protection—
all this is the stuff of schooling. And you know that in your bones because you have been
schooled yourself. This is the reason the science of schooling is called “pedagogy” and teachers
(sometimes with a secret, innocent pride) hear themselves referred to as “pedagogues.”The
word has an ancient and very specific lineage. The paidagogos was a form of slave in ancient
Greece who drilled children according to instructions issued by a master. He had no latitude,
doing as he was told. What Comenius and Rousseau and Pestalozzi and Froebel— those wildly
inappropriate saints of holistic/progressive schooling—all taught in the nineteenth century, which
gave us mass forced schooling for the first time in human history, was how to do pedagogy
efficiently. You study each child very closely, embed them in an unending context of
undifferentiated “affection,” stifle their intellect aborning by parceling out the stuff of experience
(the only reliable foundation of character) relentlessly, all the while wooing the little charges from
home, tradition, church, culture, and so on, bit by bit.Once the child is fatally narcotized, and that
job is largely done by third grade, the real schoolmasters—whoever they may be—have in
theory an empty child to fill, a plastic substance to mold. Sounds creepy, right? Aren’t you glad to
have missed formal teacher training? The trouble is you didn’t miss informal teacher training, or



you wouldn’t have asked this understandable but very dumb question!Nature, God, common
sense, history, or whatever other principle guides the best part of your intelligence should tell
you that you are the only indispensable teacher your children need besides themselves. (Read
Ben Franklin’s autobiography for inspiration.) You may believe that you can purchase someone
else’s concern for your children through taxpayer-supported schooling or private-fee schooling,
but then you may believe in the tooth fairy, too.Don’t.I know that homeschooling is now legal in
every state, but doesn’t each state have its own requirements? Do some states allow more
educational freedom than others?DORIS HOHENSEE Homeschooling laws vary tremendously
from state to state. There are three basic categories for homeschooling laws: private school
laws, equivalency laws, and home education laws.The best situation is when home schools are
legally recognized to be private schools. Intrusive regulations cannot be imposed upon private
schools. Private schools have fought long and hard to protect their curricula from state
censorship and to protect their teachers from certification requirements. Numerous court
opinions stand in defense of the right of private schools to be free from state regulation.
Homeschoolers are fortunate, indeed, if they live in Alabama, Alaska, California, Iowa, Illinois,
Kentucky, Michigan, Nebraska, Oklahoma, or Texas, all of which enjoy private school
status.Equivalency laws are those which exempt children from compulsory attendance laws if
they are receiving “equivalent instruction” elsewhere. While these laws may vary somewhat from
state to state, it’s difficult to define “equivalent” and the burden of proof is on the state. For the
most part, these states have little by way of regulation, as the vagueness in the law works in
favor of parents. Homeschoolers in Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, and South Dakota have equivalency laws.The most variable laws
are the home education laws. Having been classified separately from the rest of the private
school community, home education in many of these states is quite regulated. Though the
requirements are enumerated, there is still considerable vagueness in these laws. However,
many times the vagueness now works in favor of the state, not the parent. What’s more, there is
little restriction on the amount of regulation that is possible should the legislature decide that
more regulation is necessary. Homeschoolers need to be constantly vigilant lest their rights
erode still further in these states.The following states have home education laws: Arizona,
Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan (has both
private school status and home education laws), Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, Montana,
Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington,
West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. SUSAN AND LARRY KASEMAN Yes to both
questions. Education, including homeschooling, is governed basically by state laws rather than
federal laws. Requirements vary widely. Some states have no explicit requirements. Some
require that parents notify public school officials that they will be homeschooling. In some states,
parents must submit curriculum plans; in others, periodic reports. Some states require testing.
Some states require several of these.However, homeschooling laws are not as hard and fast as



may first appear. As homeschoolers, we can influence the amount of educational freedom we
have. We have the right and responsibility to read and interpret laws. We know more about
homeschooling than most officials and have incentive to find reasonable interpretations that
support children and families. Determined homeschoolers have increased our freedom by
devising inventive ways to comply with laws. For example, homeschoolers are often required to
have a curriculum. However, people, including professional educators, do not agree about what
specific curriculum is best. In fact, conventional schools keep changing their curricula. As
homeschoolers, we can give the widest interpretation possible within the law and choose or
develop an approach to learning that meets our family’s needs, whether this be a purchased
curriculum, unit studies, or unschooling. (See Question 5.)We can also refuse to comply with
demands from officials that exceed their statutory authority, even though it is often tempting to
just give officials what they request. For example, when we receive an official letter demanding
more than the law requires, we may want to simply supply it and avoid any hassles. When school
officials appear at our door, it may be tempting to give them as much material as we have in
hopes that we will then be left alone. Or when filing required reports, it may seem like a good
idea to include extra information to show school officials how well our children are doing or to
educate them about homeschooling. However, in all these cases, doing more than the law
requires sets precedents that may be difficult for us and other homeschoolers to follow in the
future. It also increases the authority officials have over homeschoolers.Standing firm in the face
of excessive demands from officials requires a thorough knowledge of the law and constant
vigilance. School officials often request more from homeschoolers than is required by law
because they have inaccurate information about the law, or are convinced that homeschoolers
need their expertise, or are trying to increase their power and authority. Fortunately, when
homeschoolers challenge them with accurate information, officials generally back
down.Standing firm in the face of excessive demands from officials requires a thorough
knowledge of the law and constant vigilance.Informing other homeschoolers about the law is
also important. Inclusive state-wide grassroots homeschooling organizations encourage
homeschoolers to work together to protect everyone’s rights.For more ideas about ways to
increase and protect homeschooling freedoms, see Question 98.For information on
homeschooling requirements in a given state, contact homeschoolers who live there. (The
National Home Education Network, Holt Associates, and Home Education Magazine provide
lists of contacts. See the resources in appendix A.) Contacting school officials is not a good
idea; they often have misleading or inaccurate information. Similarly, contacting lawyers outside
the state, including homeschooling lawyers, often results in misleading information. CHRIS
CARDIFF Generally speaking, statutory homeschool states (that is, states with laws specifically
defining and regulating homeschools) are much more restrictive than states that consider
homeschools as private schools. Failure to comply with the restrictive regulations within
statutory homeschool states results in parents forced to place their children in government
schools. These restrictions usually take the form of:mandatory curriculum approval by



government officials (school district superintendent) or their designate.mandatory testing, where
permission to homeschool is contingent on the child scoring above a certain
percentage.education requirements for the parents (college degree or high school diploma,
depending on the state) before the state allows them to homeschool their children.In contrast to
the direct regulation of homeschools, states that treat homeschools as private schools have
fewer restrictions. In California, for example, private schools are subject to the same general
curriculum guidelines and attendance laws as government schools. However, there is no
government oversight of these general statutes and, more importantly, none of the harsher
restrictions found in those states where homeschooling is regulated directly.Because of this
increased relative educational freedom, you will find homeschoolers in these states actively
working to preserve their status quo as private schools. For example, the legislative policy of the
California Homeschool Network explicitly states that “California Homeschool Network believes
that current state law provides for the legal practice of homeschooling as private schools. We
stand opposed to any legislation which would: define ‘homeschool,’ ‘home education,’ or related
terms; add to or change the definition of ‘private school‚’ as it now exists in law.”While the private
school option is much less intrusive than direct regulation, underlying both approaches is the
assumption that government has the right to compel the education of children. True educational
freedom will be achieved when this assumption has been successfully refuted by the repeal of
compulsory attendance and mandatory curriculum laws.How do I find out what is legally
required of homeschoolers in my state?MARY GRIFFITH You’ve got several options and it’s
always best to choose several of them. You can ask your local school district, county office of
education, or state department of education. Depending on where you live, the odds of getting
accurate information from any of these may be fairly low. You might get lucky and run into a
school official who is knowledgeable and forthcoming about the homeschooling regulations; but
some school officials often are not familiar with the laws regulating homeschooling (and some
may tell you what they think the law ought to be instead of what it is). Some officials may have
the additional problem of knowing that more homeschoolers in their jurisdiction may mean less
average daily attendance (ADA) funding for their own programs.You can go to the library and
look up the applicable education statutes and administrative regulations for yourself. Sometimes
you’ll need to try a regional branch or a community college library. Be sure to check the updates
in the pocket parts in the backs of the statute books to make sure you’ve got the very latest
version of the laws. You might also want to check into any relevant case law that affects the ways
those laws are actually enforced. You may find that some of the language is less than
transparent, and you may have to do a bit of digging around to find out exactly how all the
different rules interact to learn what exactly they mean for the everyday lives of
homeschoolers.Best of all, you can ask homeschooling organizations in your state. The best first
choice would be a statewide homeschool association that maintains a legal and legislative
watch and publishes a regular newsletter to keep its members informed. If the group seems to
rely on other organizations to do this work for them, or provides only sketchy information about



bills and hearings that concern them, watch out. You want a group that will help you help
yourself, not one that takes over for you completely. If there are no statewide groups in your
state, check with local or regional groups in the larger cities. At least one of them will probably be
performing some of the same functions.New homeschoolers are often leery of relying on
information supplied by other homeschoolers as being somehow suspect or less reliable than
information from other sources. But homeschoolers have a vested interest in getting the legal
information right: If they are wrong, they are jeopardizing their children’s education.Get
information from as many sources as you can. You may be confused by all the variations at first,
but you’ll sort it out eventually—and, by doing so, you’ll know your rights and responsibilities
thoroughly. The peace of mind you’ll get that way is well worth the trouble. PAT LINES Every
state recognizes homeschooling as a legal way to meet state compulsory attendance
requirements. Many state laws provide for options for qualifying your homeschooling program.
All states require the family to file basic information with either the state or local education
agency (SEA or LEA). Some states have additional requirements, such as the submission of a
curricular plan, testing of students or, in a few cases, education or testing requirements for
parents.Pat LinesThe basic rules are in the state’s compulsory education law. It’s a good idea to
get a copy and keep it on hand in case there are questions about some particular of the law and
your situation. In most states a few sections will specifically apply to homeschooling, but pay
attention to other sections. If the age of compulsory education does not begin until eight, for
example, you do not have to worry about compliance until your child reaches that age. In those
states where there is no specific mention of homeschooling, a court, an attorney general, or the
state board of education has ruled that private schools may meet in a home. In these states you
must meet the rules for a private school to be “legal.”The law may also give the state board of
education authority to make regulations regarding homeschooling. This authority is limited to
filling in the details of the law, not to changing it. Most state education agencies have assigned
an individual to serve as homeschooling liaison and to provide assistance on understanding the
state law and regulations. As a practical matter, I would recommend first checking with your local
or state homeschooling organization for tips and help on compliance. There may be some
surprises in the way a state or local official reads the law. If there is a dispute over interpretation
or a need for a new law, a homeschooling organization run by experienced homeschoolers is
your best source for understanding the issues, and for advocating your best interests.Every state
recognizes homeschooling as a legal way to meet state compulsory attendance
requirements.Since I don’t have much experience dealing and communicating with school
administrators, what’s the best way to approach them about homeschooling?PAT
MONTGOMERY Do your homework: 1. Determine first of all whether your state regulations
require any interaction between home educators and school officials. In most of the United
States, no contact is required, so parents need not approach the school administrators at
all.However, if your child has already been in attendance at a conventional school, it is merely an
act of courtesy to inform the officials at the previous school. A brief note to the teacher or



principal will do. It ought to state, very simply, that your child “is no longer enrolled in the school.”
A written note is preferable to a phone call for many reasons, the chief of which is that a note can
be placed in the file folder.The school officials then remove the student’s cumulative file folder
(school records) from the active files. If another school or program requests the records, the
school personnel send the originals or copies of the originals to the next school. If no school
requests them, the records are placed in the inactive files. This means they are, for all intents
and purposes, “dead” files.2. If you reside in a state where contact between home-educating
parents and school administrators is required by the regulations, ask other home-based
educating parents how they dealt with the matter. Or you may choose to hand this task to
someone else, like Clonlara School officials, who have a long and successful history with
it.Remember, you are engaged in a political activity: a parent, the primary teacher of her child, is
approaching a school official who has, very likely, grown accustomed to believing that he or she
bears that primary responsibility. Remember, too, that many school officials are sincere when
they state they take their roles seriously.Know for certain what the regulations require; use those
as the yardstick. This coin has two sides: Parents are expected to obey the law; school officials
must also obey the law. Only what is stated in the regulations need be provided; nothing more.
Home education is enough of a job without restrictions and requests being hoisted by (perhaps)
well-meaning officials.Don’t hesitate to point out to school administrators that both you, as
parent, and they must obey what is written in the regulations. Don’t hesitate to point out that
when a school official asks for more than is required, this reveals underlying doubts and fears.
Ask what prompts these fears. Most parents, after all, graduated from public schools. Is the
official implying that the education given was riddled with error?You are not approaching school
officials with hat in hand asking for permission. You are in a position of power and status. You are
notifying the officials, not begging or usurping or stealing what is theirs. Politeness, firmness,
and humor are excellent tools to employ. Enter with a confident air. The lesson will not be lost on
your ever-watching children. MARY MCCARTHY When you make the decision to educate
your children yourself at home, you also accept legal responsibility for your actions. The best
way to approach local school administrators is with knowledge. Go to the library, look up your
state’s truancy and/or homeschooling law, and copy it. Talk with a local support group and buy
its legal packet. Compare the two and analyze whether it all makes sense and is complete.
When you are sure of the law, follow it. Some states require notification, others do not. If your
state’s laws do not require notification, do not notify. If they do require notification, follow the
instructions you have assembled and comply. Give them only what they ask for and what you are
legally required to provide.Always send your correspondence registered with a “return receipt
requested”; that way you establish that on a specific date you notified a specific individual.
Always “get it in writing.”If someone from your district contacts you and requests information you
did not provide, and which you do not think is legally required, write and ask for the specific law,
statute, or regulation that impels you to provide this information. If it’s by telephone, request the
person write out the questions and send them to you. Always be polite but firm. Understand that



the actions of your school district personnel may be nothing more than a test of your resolve to
homeschool or a display of their ignorance of the law and your rights.If you have complied with
the law as written, and the school personnel continue to harass you, then you have to take the
offensive. Always try to keep the ball in someone else’s court. Sometimes a letter to the
individual’s employer, the board of education, will solve the problem.You can hire your own
attorney or wait until the school district begins legal action and then respond. The best attorney
to speak with is a local one who may know the individuals involved as well as the local law, and
be able to negotiate a settlement. Some attorneys now specialize in education law. But even if
you cannot afford an attorney, you still have all your research and your written record that you are
complying with your state’s law. Don’t be afraid if you are in compliance with your law.Some
homeschoolers choose not to comply with their law for one reason or another. That is your
choice. And another question! LILLIAN JONES A solid sense of self-confidence goes a long
way in dealing with potential conflict—that and the effort to understand the point of view of the
other side. Those of us who have been homeschooling for some time know that we are on the
cutting edge of education and personal growth. The schools are also very serious about the
mission they face. They feel that they hold the hope for the future and, whether we like it or not,
they are raising more children than we homeschoolers are. The children they’re raising are going
to be right out there building tomorrow’s world with our own. This is the overview I think is best to
keep in mind when dealing with school authorities. Confidence with compassion.Beyond a good
knowledge of the laws, it helps to be comfortable with homeschooling itself. Prospective
homeschoolers often ask where they can get “the books.” It’s a question that seems perfectly
reasonable to someone who hasn’t entered the territory yet. We’re all products of a long-
standing system that seemed to materialize the books, the knowledge, the plan, the wisdom, the
whole golden enchilada from some mysterious temple of higher education somewhere out there
…Those of us who once actually embarked on a journey to that holy temple, expecting to come
away as “teachers,” found that it was an illusion. There’s no one out there in the school system
handing out infallible wisdom about how to educate kids, but there are lots of administrative
bureaucrats making their livings by pretending to be, or hoping to become, the ultimate
authorities on that elusive body of knowledge.We’re all products of a long-standing system that
seemed to materialize the books, the knowledge, the plan, the wisdom, the whole golden
enchilada from some mysterious temple of higher education somewhere out there …In the
homeschooling world, meanwhile, we have thousands of parents who are working full time on
the commitment dearest to their hearts—providing their children with a good life and bright
future. We network—we communicate in books, in newsletters, in magazines, on electronic
bulletin boards, on the Internet, in national and state organizations, and in state and local
support groups.We don’t have to settle for textbooks and policies that have filtered down from
intellectual discussions in upper-echelon board rooms, to middle board rooms, and through
local school boards. We investigate on our own and take in ideas we hear about from one
another, ideas for encouraging our children to love life and learning.Longtime homeschooling



families offer many excellent catalog resources that make school texts and methods look
pathetic in comparison. Some are specialized to various religious orientations, but many others
are relevant for anyone. A company called Pennsylvania Homeschoolers sells, among other
offerings, the deliciously well-written math books by Harold Jacobs. Rebecca Rupp’s The
Complete Home Learning Source Book, and Jean and Donn Reed’s book, The Home School
Source Book, describe hundreds of interesting resources for enjoyable learning, very few of
which can be found inside a school.Ironically, as rich as we are in resources, the longer people
homeschool the less we tend to buy. We urge new homeschoolers not to make investments in
the beginning because we find, to our surprise, that tremendous learning takes place with very
little in the way of specialized resources.The school systems, on the other hand, are not yet set
up in a way to understand and explore the nature of education in the way we do. They face other
challenges. Keeping all this in mind can help you avoid feeling intimidated and hold a feeling of
compassion for what they’re trying to do as you approach them about homeschooling. We can
help in the long run. I hope we can eventually be mentors of a sort, people who have explored
some very radical and successful ways of thinking that can help the school community become
a better place for the kids who are there.Am I required to teach the same curriculum as the local
public school?REBECCA KOCHENDERFER Although not required to, some of my
homeschooling friends follow the public school curriculum when teaching their children. They
like this method because they are comforted knowing that their children are learning the same
things as their peers.I don’t use this method because I feel it doesn’t take advantage of one of
homeschooling’s strengths—its flexibility. Whereas curricula are developed to fit the masses,
homeschooling can be developed to fit the child. You can design your children’s education to
take advantage of their interests, their pace, and their learning style. For example, California’s
curriculum requires children to learn about missions in the fourth grade—whether or not they are
interested in missions. With homeschooling, you can wait until your child is interested in
missions, or perhaps even decide not to learn about missions at all.Another reason our family
has chosen not to use a curriculum is because we think it is too teacher-directed. We prefer
learning activities that are more student-directed. For example, we have set up learning centers
throughout our house. We have an art center, a science center, and a woodworking center. We
set up these obvious learning areas because we want the children to initiate their own activities.
We want that microscope out in the open where it can beckon to the kids to “come and
explore.”The bottom line is: You are not required to teach the same curriculum as the local public
school. Whether or not you choose to use that curriculum is up to you. DAVID AND MICKI
COLFAX Yes and no. In some jurisdictions the education code requires that homeschoolers
conform to a state-mandated curriculum, while in others there are few if any requirements. But
even in states in which the code specifies what must be taught and when, homeschoolers have
been quite successful in interpreting the law in the broadest possible of terms, with the result
that parents have considerable latitude in what they teach and when. In states in which the work
of homeschooled children is closely monitored, most parents can creatively conform with the



spirit of the law, if not its bureaucratic intent to exercise control. Who is to say that a brisk walk in
the park does not qualify as physical education, or that an hour spent watching a television
documentary on the Civil War cannot be construed as an American history lesson?David and
Micki ColfaxThe task homeschoolers face under these conditions is to fit authentic educational
experiences into conventionally defined categories in such a way that the authorities can accept
them. It may take a bit of imagination and some creativity, but most homeschooling parents
shouldn’t have too much trouble completing the pedagogically meaningless forms that educrats
and politicians, in their wisdom, have deemed such an important part of the educational
process. SUSAN AND LARRY KASEMAN No. One reason homeschooling works so well is
that homeschoolers can choose curricula that meet their needs, sometimes using different
approaches for different children and modifying their approach as their needs change. (Some
states do require that homeschoolers submit their curriculum plans to officials.)Some families
follow curricula that are similar to those used in public schools, often purchasing them from a
curriculum supplier and changing them to suit their own purposes. They spend as much or as
little time as they need on specific topics, add subjects, change schedules, and take breaks from
subjects that temporarily are not going well.Other families develop their own curricula. Some use
unit studies (see Question 35). Others base their curricula on the children’s and parents’ special
interests and learn the basics while exploring their interests. Another approach is to do real-life
projects and learn from building a garage or raising goats or gardening or cooking or whatever.
(See Question 33.)It makes sense for homeschools to use different curricula from public
schools. Public school curricula were developed for a classroom, a very limited space where
large numbers of children of the same age are all supposed to be learning the same thing at the
same time under the guidance of one older person who does not know any of the children well.
Curricula have been developed to make this unrealistic, contrived setting somewhat
manageable and to reassure taxpayers that they are getting their money’s worth from public
schools. They were not developed primarily to meet children’s needs. By contrast, homeschools
have a few children of different ages; one or more adults who know them well, love them, and
can give them lots of individual attention, the whole world to explore, and no taxpayers or
administrators to keep happy.Public officials sometimes try to make homeschoolers adopt
curricula similar to public school curricula, either by requiring that homeschoolers submit
curriculum plans to school officials or that homeschoolers take standardized tests, which means
homeschoolers have to adopt a curriculum similar to a conventional curriculum to prepare for the
tests. Homeschoolers can use the points below to counter both these requirements. When we
homeschoolers understand them, we understand more clearly why we can and should choose
our own curricula. We are also better prepared to defend our rights and freedoms when we talk
with school officials, legislators, friends and relatives, and members of the general
public.Homeschools, in many instances, are private schools. Under both state law and historical
tradition, private schools choose their curricula. For example, parochial schools can teach
religious beliefs. Therefore, homeschoolers have the right to choose their curricula.Parents have



the right to secure for their children an education consistent with their principles and beliefs. The
state may not have a monopoly in education and may not demand a uniform education for all.
This right is guaranteed by the First, Fourth, Fifth, Ninth, and Fourteenth Amendments to the
U.S. Constitution. It has been upheld by U.S. Supreme Court cases such as Pierce v. Society of
Sisters and Farrington v. Tokushige.Laws require compulsory school attendance but not
compulsory education. Compulsory school attendance laws are enforceable; it is not difficult to
check attendance for young people enrolled in public and private schools, including
homeschools. However, laws that required compulsory education would give the state control
over education. The state would have to develop a clear set of definitions and criteria for what it
means to be educated and a series of tests to determine whether people have acquired the
knowledge, skills, and attitudes that the definitions require. This would cost us our freedom of
education and learning, and even our freedom of thought.I’ve heard some families purchase
legal insurance in case of future problems. How many families do this, and is this necessary?
SUSAN AND LARRY KASEMAN Legal insurance is not only unnecessary; it is unwise. Few
families buy it, a reasonable estimate is less than 10 percent of homeschoolers.Legal insurance
is unnecessary because families are almost never taken to court just because they are
homeschooling. (Court appearances by homeschoolers are almost always the result of a larger
dispute, such as a custody battle.) Ironically, homeschooling insurance often excludes the
people who are most likely to be involved in legal proceedings, such as families whose children
were truant or in difficulty with a public school before they began homeschooling.Purchasing
legal insurance undermines the most valuable asset we have—our willingness and ability to take
responsibility ourselves. Just as no one else cares as much about our children’s educations as
we do, no one else is as motivated to maintain our homeschooling rights and responsibilities as
we are. Legal insurance makes us dependent on experts and less inclined to act on our own
behalf.Homeschoolers working through state-wide inclusive grassroots organizations are more
effective than legal insurance in preventing and solving problems faced by individuals and by the
homeschooling community as a whole. For one thing, there is a fundamental conflict of interest
between us homeschoolers and providers of insurance. We homeschoolers want and need as
little government regulation as possible. In states like Illinois, this means living without a specific
homeschooling law that says, “Homeschooling is legal as long as homeschoolers do such and
such.”However, it is in the best interest of insurance providers to have laws that are clear-cut
(although these laws reduce homeschooling freedoms), so homeschoolers who comply with
them are easy to defend in court. For example, insurance providers often favor testing
requirements. It is easy to defend homeschoolers who have scored well on the tests.But as
homeschoolers, we ask, what about families who don’t comply with the law? Those who don’t
want their children tested, either because they object to the content of the tests, or because they
do not want the state to have that much control over their children’s educations, or for other
reasons? Or families whose children do not score well? Insurance providers can simply refuse to
cover these families. This means that a substantial number of homeschoolers are stuck with a



law with which they cannot or do not want to comply, and they are more likely to be taken to
court than they would be with a less clear-cut, less lawyer-friendly law.National organizations
that provide legal insurance pose a particular problem. Residents of a state understand the
political climate, and have more at stake and stronger incentive than outside experts and will
have to live with the resulting law or court decision.Legal insurance focuses on laws that
sometimes undermine common sense. For example, it is obvious that our homes remain homes
and are not school buildings. We do not need laws that say that we do not have to comply with
regulations intended for conventional school buildings. We do not need school bus
turnarounds.Reducing fundamental parents’ rights to a set of legal rights would cost us a great
deal. We have important rights and responsibilities because we are parents. These rights do not
originate with the government, and we reduce them significantly if we ask the government to
“protect” them through laws. Then the government is seen as the source of basic rights and
responsibilities which it can change or reduce.Legal insurance is also unwise because people
are willing to pay a fairly substantial sum for it. This gives an organization that provides insurance
a large budget. Inevitably, such an organization will put a great deal of emphasis on the legal
aspects of homeschooling. Also, if the organization has an agenda in addition to
homeschooling, perhaps even more important to it than homeschooling, it may be willing to
sacrifice our homeschooling freedoms for the benefit of its larger agenda.Our greatest
protection comes from working together through grassroots organizations and responsible
individual actions rather than purchasing legal insurance. WILL SHAW Many years ago, when
the resurgence of home education was in its infancy, it was not unusual for a homeschool family
to be harassed by public education authorities or others. Homeschooling was not clearly legal in
all states, and the public education industry always wants to protect and strengthen its near-
monopoly over the training of children. There really were people out to make life difficult for
homeschoolers by using truancy and child neglect processes. Legal insurance for
homeschoolers was desired by a minority of homeschoolers.
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Huxley, “Knowledge abounds. A book showing all the sides to homeschooling...quite informative
and can be used as a reference book as well...I would recommend this to all who have thought
about homeschooling.”

Daniel E. Barnes, “Homeschooling book of answers. Homeschooling book of answers were as
described and moore. Put my mind at ease and made me more comfortable with home
schooling my grandson.”

Paulina C. Messer, “GOOD BOOK. HAS A LOT OF INFORMATION ANSWERS SOME OF THE
QUESTIONS ABOUT REQUIREMENTSHOW TO FOLLOW UP ON UNANSWERED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS”

China Clay, “very happy!. Ordered two different books ... got this one, very happy!”

Ty, “Five Stars. Great”

Ebook Library Reader, “Great Introduction to Homeschooling. The first book I read on
homeschooling was "Home Sweet Home-School: A Survivor's Guide to Giving Your Kids a
Quality Education" by Sue Maakestad. This is a wonderful book which gave me a vivid,
educational, and entertaining glimpse into the home of a homeschooler of eight children. The
second book I read was "The Homeschooling Book of Answers." I am so glad I stumbled upon
these books and in this order. They gave me a view of the incredible spectrum available to
homeschoolers. Whereas Maakestad uses a "school at home" aproach, the participants in
Dobson's project are virtually all unschoolers. Both books showed me approaches to
homeschooling I'd never known of before and also showed me that wonderful, intelligent, well-
socialized, and successful young adults emerge from both appraches. Though, as other
reviewers have mentioned, the Dobson book is decidedly anti-public school, if one takes that as
it may generally be intended, as attacks on an outdated SYSTEM, and not necessarily upon the
teachers or even upon people who send their children through the system, it is a very valuable
read for all people considering homeschooling or just getting started or leaning toward a more
relaxed homeschooling style.”

The book by Linda Dobson has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 16 people have provided feedback.
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